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his stay at Sils-Maria. In my brother's neighbourhood, he said, his spirit had taken unto itself wings, and he regarded the visit as the greatest event of his life. He could not marvel enough at the splendid elasticity of my brother's temperament, " After two days of illness he was as radiant and cheerful as a hero after a victory."
During the whole summer of 1884 Nietzsche was engaged in planning his chief prose work. Two years before, he had written to Eohde of a special scheme of study and a secret aim to which his future life was to be devoted. By this he already meant that comprehensive philosophical work, which was to present his ideas in their whole compass and in their relation to each other. First came the poem, Zarathustra, and now the great prose work was to follow. From the beginning of September his mood was of the happiest. He made out a plan, not only for his philosophy, but for his whole life. Ideas which he had expressed a year earlier in a letter to me, now returned in surer and nobler outlines. He had become firmly convinced that this separation from all whom he loved was the only condition under which he could have created Zarathustra. His love for his friends had been the most perilous siren that could lure him from, his path, or throw a veil over his ideas to make them less terrifying, or even introduce alien ideas to please his friends and glorify their aims. Had he not utterly ruined his first work, The Birth of Tragedy, and the great Greek problem as it appeared to him, by the introduction of so modern a phenomenon as the Wagnerian music ? And that only out of love and reverence for his dearest friend ! This makes it clear why my brother always reverted to solitude, although, with his strong impulse towards friendship, solitude caused him peculiar suffering. This hermit existence was at once a basic condition for the completion of his life's task, and the greatest sacrifice he made for that task. Hence he writes: "Formerly men sought their future salvation at